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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 


Department of tiie Interior, 

Bureau of Education, 

Waishmtjt 071-) August h S\ 1016 . 

Sir : The efforts of county, State, and National officials and of States 
in all parts of the country to provide opportunities of education for 
children outside the cities and larger towns huve^timulated a general 
interest in the required length of the school term, and the desire for 
the requirement of a minimum school term sufficient to enable all 
children in all communities to acquire at least a good elementary edu- 
cation. For the purpose of giving information as to the present laws 
and regulations in regard to this subject, I recommend that the manu- 
script prepared by Mr. J. C. Mucrman, speciaffct in rural education, 
in this bureau, be published as a bulletin of the Bureau of Education. 

Bespectfully submitted. 

P. P. Claxton, 

Commissioner. 

The Secretary of the Interior. 'if 
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MINIMUM SCHOOL-TERM REGULATIONS. 


forty-four States have established by law a minimum term of from 
Cl) to ISO days' schooling for each organized school district. Four 
States' — Louisiana. Alabama. Khodc Islaiul, ami Georgia — have no 
minimum requirement laws, hut one of these, Rhode Island, has for 
over 10 years maintained the longest average term in the United 
States. While the minimum number of days required is almost in- 
variably much less than the actual average number of days in the 
school term for the State, a majority of the States still report many 
schools tillable to meet even these low minimum requirements. With- 
in the past three years,* 12 States — Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, 
Miiino, Nebraska, Nevada, New York, North Carolina, North Da- 
kota. Vermont, and* Wyoming — have, added from 10 to CO days to* 
the legal requirement of a minimum school term, 

Soifie of the factors that lmvy operated in fa%pr of a longerschool 
term, aside from the general awakening of public sentiment, are the 
phenomenal growth of the public high schools, the development of 
State financial aid for weak districts, equalization funds, and penal- 
ties for not maintaining a minimum term required by law. ■> 

The growth of the public high schools has tended to lengthen the 
term in the elementary schools hv setting up standards of admission 
by certificate or examination which can ordinarily be met by grade 
schools with a term of at least eight months. 

Lack of provision for adequate funds is perhaps* the greatest 
hindrance to a longer school term. A majority of the States have 
fully realized the necessity for more State financial assistance and 
hjpe enacted laws giving State aid to weak districts to enable them 
to maintain a minimum school term. A wise provision in most of 
these laws makes, the levy of a specified minimum rate of local taxa- 
tion necessary ami provides for a certain specified standard of school 
before aid becomes available. These laws are, ns a rule, intended to 
help only those -w ho first help themselves. The necessity of greater 
locnl cooperation and aid is urged in the 1012 report of the State 
supeilhtendeivt of public mstvtiction foy Georgia. This .report calls 
attention to a tendency t<^ lean too heavily ajpon State aid, '‘and cites 
.the laws of- another State which require a epuftty levy t>f not* less 
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than 3 and not more than T mills before 'State aid can be' secured. 
The superintendent declares — ' 

If we linve enough money fftr lon-er lernis and iH'tter-pnltl teachers. we ran 
rely ii|x>n our sysiem of public sclnmta u> do tlie work expected.' 

Numerous bills introduced in recent legislatures show a growing 
sentiment favoring laws enforcing a higher rate of taxation upon 
flic local districts in order that they .may maintain a longer school 
term. In the State of Minnesota and in a few’ other States some 
school districts contain public State lands that yield no revenue 
whatever for the school fund, State lands not being taxed. When 
there is a considerable amount of this land in the district the school 
fund is low. To meet this condition, the State of Minnesota appro- 
priates the sum of $.".0,000 annually to aid these special districts, and 
contributes from this special sum an amount equal to a tax of 5 
cents upon each acre of public-school lands, but no district may re- 
ceive from this fund an amount in excess of $2,">0 during anv S( '.| mo | 
,\ear. In the year 1910 the State of Ohio appropriated a sum of 
$. 1 . 0,000 to aid school districts which could not bv the maximum lew 
pern, it toil I by law maintain a public school eight inontlfs. paying 
teachers $40 a month. In the State of Tennessee for several years 
10 per cent of the general education fund (the education fund being 
^onc- fourth of the revenue of the State) was set aside for the.pur'- 
pose of helping the several counties of the State to maintain schools 
. more nearly equal in quality and length of term, the requirements 
upon the part of the county being a t^Lof nut less than 40 cents upon 
the $100 of taxable. property, $•_' on each poll, and the full amount, 
of privilege tuxos which the laws permit counties to low for school 
purposes. This equalization fund was distributed among’the counties 
meeting these requirements according to scholastic population and 
inversely its the ratio of taxable property to scholastic population. 
In this way the poorer counties received a larger amount in propor- 
tion than the richer counties. At the 1913 session of the legislature 
the general education fund was increased to one-third the revenues 
of the State, and the method of distribution of the 10 pv r cent was 
changed. 

The State of North Carolina sets aside annually a per cent of the 
annual , ad valorem tax levied and collected for ‘State purposes on 
; each $100 value of real and personal property in the State,* and this 
fund, separate- and apart from other funds, is known as thesSfde 
eqiud.zmg fund. The object of the fund is to provide a six months’ • 
school term for each district in the State. Tl.e need of an equaliza- 
bon fund is well shown in the annual report of the. State, superintend- 
ent of Nebraska for 1912.. The superintendent describes two school 
districts only 5 miles apart, one of which on account of a large tax 
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on railroad property, can easily maintain its schools 180 days with a 
5-mill levy, while the other can maintain its schools only 100 days 
with a levy of 25 mills. 

Penalties for not providing a school term 'as provided by law vary 
from mandatory, as in North Carolina, where the county commission- 
ers are liable to indictment if they fail to maintain a public district 
school at least four months in each year, to no penalty specified. A 
majority of the States provide that the State appropriation shall 
be withheld for imiu oinpliance with the law. The opinions of some 
of the State superintendents indicate how interest in this vital mat- 
ter has increased.- One superintendent says: 

It scorns too ljml tliat in n yuan*: Stain like ours wo did not Itcgin right. It 
has mil.v Ivon a fow years since the rural schools sprang up hi our State, anti all 
the undesirable features lmve been adopted, the terms are short, etc. We have 
accomplished at least one tiling— we have a revenue law which provides that 
no School shall he entitled to county tar unless It Is maintained for at least 
120 dffcs. ' ' 

One State superintendent, who was formerly a county superin- 
tendent, advocates outlining the work for a definite period of time 
ami says: 

T outlined the work of (he grades for 100 days’ continuous work, and this did 
more than anything else to bring tin* farmer to stv that If he want is l his hoy 
Jn his district to keep up with his neighbor’* hoy in the adjoining district lav 
would need to have 100 days of school, bemuse tin* work was planned for 1GO 
days, and if he gave his hoy but 1 10 days be was simply 20 days' short In Ids 
school work. This concrete* example did more than any words of nduc to 
increase the length of term in every district to 100 days, and In many cases to 
ISO days. - * 

Another State superintendent, writing of -a difficulty in his State, 
remarks: 1 4 

It Is going to mean an I in mouse amount of work to wake up these wealthier 
commjti?Stios that have now lost all of the young progressive spirit. Our rural 
communities n/e chietly inhabited by the middle-aged and tbc aged, and to 
/work on. them is u very ditlicult proposition. 

Ohc-half of all the. State superintendents have expressed a willing- 
neks to cooperate in securing a uniform lht) days' term for the rural 
schools, which will materially increase the present average of 137.7 
days. 7 

GENERAL CONDITIONS IN THE STATES. 


Alalwvut ; — Although no minimum term's provided by law, the 
average length' 1 of the school term for Uie year 1011-12 as given in 
the annual report of the department of edtjerd>*n was 13®* days, i 
an increase of 5 days over the average for the -preceding year. 

Arl'amw .' — -The report of the State superintendent shows that 
in 1013 the average length of term for the rural schools wits 127.1 


<l»vs »n inert,,* „f n,, „„ ,, , „ 

r. ■ .he , 1 , 1 , 0 . stl ,„„ |s onl - ; Vj“ s 
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< omn(t*ntt I Ik* minimum school term of Lso tl ;iv < is cviilentlv 

7 ;^, >; ne^v,,;,,^! 

!" . .' 1 './ OI 1 U ‘ sv, '" ols - "lull* the urban schools 

(1'IVS CwT *1 "r Tlu ‘ *> 1 "111 XT of school 

T V ' . ■ ' ■ ' " b SS for ,lu ' " rl,;l " ; "»‘l 1 > ,; for the nim | schools 

ic -oit for 1 .M 0-11 com | dies the report for Jsss xviih the venr 
'I'owing ;1 „ meriMse of , 1 : ,vs. • ' 

in^mw ho " r ivm f,,r 11,1 '* tl.o State 

countv \v , so ) ' '' n / ll '"f- rtl ' of term in anv 

coimh os, mi ilnvs. ( Inly one count v In.l so short n term 

ur4'Te , 'T T V' 1< ‘ 'T Vt U : r . {] "'y™'- 1!, ‘- «'* superintendent 

"!r -1 . :1 "" !lllm ""- ,, ' nn I:1W " f !-'> days for each 
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7“';* '."I 1 -li-tri. ,s ,i„,i 

') 1 '"'T '”' 1 1 in:., iv vniiliiiiiniliv, 

'Wine only n |(M) ,|:,ys term is maint a ined. 

ln,L,, w , T|, ( . report’ of the State siipcrintcmlcnt for l‘M-> calls' 
intention to the imi(lci|i,:icy of the revenue law and recommends 
an increase n, the local rate of tax.iti,.,, to : |n ami ecus „„ the 
'•‘l"i-l'"i, ... onler ,0 maintain a minimum sehuol term The 
following from the. report shows Increases in average le.mth of 
terms for years name, I : " 

In townships : 
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■ * i:to 

In low us : ‘ , l-m 

IhHM 1. . / 

r ir.s 

In chips; . ItVJ 

■ ifntv. 1 __ % 

imi- 12 - _ - i«rt 

I\ama *.- An appropriation of *1 .^O.ono was made I.V the State 
,“"‘'1 " , ': 1 M'hstriet.s in maintaining a mininmm term of 1 10 davs, 
but the biennial report of the Stale superintendent shows*tlnit for 
t ic year only SI 1,000 was needed ami the present vear (1013) 

« 10 r 000 Sa,, Tt r ,y lui ''ing.„ balance of over 

f’ !" 10 ’ U ' ,lnii ' I'l’propriution. THe annual npj-ropri,itio.i 

t V - V "1 The Kv to receive aid fi'orn this 

. tate fund is - 1.1 nulls. The average school term in 18fr> was 01 

o^onac^ 155 ** Thi:S "* ^ U 
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" Hvnho-I'ij ,— T 'he report of the superintendent of public instruct 
Utoii fur 1911 gi\o^ 7 £93 sclmoC Inning tin* in in im u n> 'term of 120 
tl;ivs: To!* reported ;i term above and *’»*! below the minimum. 

— While no minimum n required. 1 lu* report of the 
Apartment of education for lull- 1*2 states t hot the average length 
t V l in’ M*lioo! (mil for while children w;i> K»7.2 days ;nul for colored 
children 01 .2 »1 1 y s. For (hr your 191*2-13 it w;is loo days for whit** 
children nml for the colmvd. 

M n n;1 (iiul t — The report for the year 191*2 <ri \ es tin* average term 
for white child: e>r ls0.7 tiny s «. for all schools. ;tml 1 * 21 , s da vs Tor 
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.1/ trh nhi n - I ho average niiii)i»Ur of days for tl ( i0 school vcyr 191*2 
was 170 for mi t lftl ami 1**9 day* for grmjcd schools, an increase 
of 9 days in l lie ungraded schools and S in the graded ove** the 
report of 1902, 

Mum* W". — Tlu* average term for rural schools for 190!) -10 was 
1 3:! A days. For the purpose of receiving State aid the rural schools 
:Tre divided into three chtsse>: (Ta>s "A * mu>t employ a teacher, who 
holds a fir>t -grade certi tiente and must maintain a term of school 
lor riot less than 1 GO days. SI T>() ; Class ** 1>." the teacher must hold at * 
least -c second -i:ra de eerf i tieafe. The term must nut he les*. than LGO 
days. Slop; < ’lass u a session of not less tlian 1 40 days, employing 
a tcachei* 1 1 :i \ i i i it a wmid-grade rert i licatc. S77». 

State aid during the year 191*2 was given to fi.Vi school districts. 
Class **('"; 1.390, Class '** If; and *2. h'A. Class "A." A deiieit in the 
fuml for State aid was noted in the sum of £101. *2 17. One thousand 
two hundred and fifty-nine more schools received aid during the year 
191*2 J\u\n during tho preceding year, 

J//S.VO art . — A plan for the approval- of rural schools that cohform 
to spec i lie requirements, the first of which is a l GO days* term, at 
least. is fully explained in the sixty-third report (191*2) of the 
State superintendent of public schools, and over -TOO schools are 
uqxytcd approved, filling the requirements for the yen 9 1*2, State 
aid to provide for a minimum term of 100 days was given 280 dis- 
tricts i?vl9ll and 373 in 191*2, 

Montana-- In tlie report for the bienpium ending 'August 31* 
191*2, of (he £tap* superintendent, the average length* of the rural 
school term was shown to be 1 10 days; one-fifth of the districts re- 
ported a term less than 1*20 days; and a few districts reported less* 
than 80 days. 

Xr bra fib a . — The report for the school year on (fin g January 8, 
191*2, shows that 2,018 districts had a school term of 180 days or 
oi r er, 4,413 distrfets from 120 to I MO days, 4G9 districts from 90 to 
120 days, and' ‘2*23 districts less tl^n 90 days. . 

5t807°^i(A--2 , ' . ■ ’ ; ' . V - A- ‘ f ‘ \ ■ • -aC •'n- A 
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"State aid is given weak districts tp enable them to gontinue.schools 
to a minimum of 140 days. 

*Xeti\ Hampshire. — The average term for the 'State was ICO da vs. 
In 1S81-8-2 it waS'Ql.15 days. 

By a regulation oT -t^ie State department public schools, approved 
high schools, and academies mj*st maintain the schools at least 180 
days. 

.1 CII- Jfcj'iro. The sum of $ 12 . 708. 17 was expended during the 
school years 1012 - 1:5 and 101 : 5 - 1 1 for maintaining a minimum srlmol 
term of 1O0 days in weak districts of the 'State. Of this amount 
•$:5O.s:!i,80 was used for this purpose during the year endin'* Sep- 
tember 1. 1014 . \ • 


'I he State superintendent says that, as the income from common 
school lands is constantly increasing, it is probable that the mini- 
mum term may reach 110 days during the next biennial period. 

'.A.-ic York .— The school act of 1812 required a district to operate 
a school foi at least (50 daws. In-lSh this was increased to $0 
days by special act of the legislature, and in 1851 a further increase 
was made, to 120 days. Again jn 1A01 the term was lengthened to 
140 and in 1800 to ICO, and finally bv act of the recent legislature 
101:5. to I SO days. 

In the annual report for 1913 a recommendation was made to have 
all schools open upon a uniform date, the first'Tuesday in Septem- 
ber. and that the term minimum he 100 days, inclusive of lemd 
hoi i days/ 

. X art ft ('aroliim . — The recent legislation making 120 days a mini- 
mum tcrm-Tias raised a very vital question of securing (lie necessary 
funds for the maintenance of the schools for this term. In the 
biennial report of the State superintendent for the year 1011-12 a 
recommendation which. was enacted into a law by the Wislatnre was 
made to increase the present school fund hy inereysing the State lew. 

The average length of the school term for 1012 in rural white 
schools was 07.7 days and for urban white schools 181.3. The nver- 
agcN.for all while schools of the State was 112.8 days. % the rural 
colored schools the average was 81.7 and in the urban 172.0, !in in- 
crease in the. average number of days, in ’the rural white schools of y 
days and ifTtlie colored 3 days. 

lathe local tax. districts the rural white schools nj/dntained an 
average of 13:5 daYs. 



North Dakota. — The legislature in the year 19M revised the entire. 
sehooMnw and fixed the minimum term at 140 days. The State 
superintendent in the twelfth biennial report, under date of June 30, 
19 h?!" recommends a minimum term of ICO days. The same report 
shows the averngo term in the nmd schools for the year' 1912 was 
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Ohio , — The fifty -eighth annual report of the State school com' 
missioner for the year ending August 3i; 1911, gives the average 
number of days of the school term in the elementary township 
schools as lf>0 and in the sepaVate district schools as 170 days. In 
the separate districts, elementary and high, they have an average of 
170 and 175 days, respectively. 

Oklahoma, — A minimum term of 120 days was suggested for the 
rural schools in the fourth biennial report for 1911-12 and ISO days 
for the city schools. 

I ho average term for the 5,859 district schools of the. Slate was 
122 days for 1912. * / 

O rc< f on . — The average number of days in the school year of 1913 
for all schools was 150.S days. The following lengths of. terms by 
districts is given: 551, term of I Ml days; 572, term of Hit) days; 32S, 
term of 140 days; W>7, term of 120 days. 

'1 lie sentiment in this State seems to be very strong for an average 
term in the rural schools of 100 da vs.' 

/ nnxtjl ranin— ~\ he report of the Stat^ board of education for 
the year ending Decemkr 31, 1912, states that 24 townships having 
a total of 149 schools could not maintain their schools for the mini- 
mum term 14-0 days, even with the maximum tax levy. A social 
Slate aid fund is recommended to provide sufficient funds for thesefj 
special cases. ■: 

Saa(h (‘arohna. — The forty-fourth annual report of the State 
superintendent* of 1912 gives the average term of school for white 
children for the entire State, all schools, 1 17.5 days, for country chil- 
dren. Ill, and town children,. 157.5 days; for colored children, all 
schools 99. country children, 05.5, and town children -WW.5. The 
State superintendent urges increased local taxation to lengthen the 
school term. V 


Slate aid o‘f $200 per year is given districts employing two eorti^ 
tied teachers for a school term of not less than 120 days, after a local 
levy of not less than 4 mills has been made, also State aid in the 
sum of $300 amiimllv^gi veil when a local levy of 4 mills has been 
made and three or more ccrtilicd teachers employed for a school 
term of not less than 140 days. 

South Pu/sofit ; — The eleventh report for the biennium ending June 
30, 1912, states that 4,472 districts maintained their schools for" a 
period of 120 days or more, 245 for a less period and 293 failed to 
maintain any school. ■ # . 

The State superintendent recommends increasing the minimum 
term from 120 to 140<fiiys. * ^ 

^Tennessee , — The biennial report of the State superintendent for 
*: 191 1-12, gives the average length of the •school; term "for the year* 
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121 days. The decrease was explained to he due to a change in ap- 
. propriation of (lie school funds from an annual to a semi-annual dis- 
tribution. some districts not providing for this in equalizing the 
binds found a shortage in the amount of money, and the conse- 
yiuiae "as a shorter term of school. r l he State superintendent 
invites attention to the large amount used by some districts foe 
buildings, repairs, etc., and the shortening of the school term 'in 
consequence, ami urges a consideration first of length of the school 
terfh. . 

7V-.-W.— The State superintendent reports,: “The constitution and 
statutes of the State contemplate at least 120 days of schooling for 
each child, while the facts show conclusively that Texas is not oiviiig l 
one-half of 120 days of schooling to -each of the country children of 
'Texas.” 


I crnumt. In the forty-second biennial school Report the superin- 
tendent of education says: “ There is no justice in anv law or svstem 
t!mt permits one child to have ISO clays of sohooling'in an inspiring 
school atmosphere which is produced hy a pleasant schoolroom and a 
well-trained and highly cultured teacher while it allows another child 
only 1-10 days of schooling and requires him to receive that in a de- 
pressing atmosphere which is produced by- an iinkopt schoolmctm. un- 
wholesome surroundings, and a mercenary amateur as a teacher." 

The average school term fra- the year. If] 12 was 100 days. Sixtv- 
seven districts reported a term less than *140 days, and 273 districts 
report from 110 to todays. The report for the year ending June MO, 
1013, shows 11£ schools unable to maintain their schools up to the 
minimum required (150 days). 

II cut I irginia .-^ The biennial report of the State superintendent 
of schools. for 1910-1012 reports their average term of school for the 
year 1912 was 137 days, an incrense of 2 days over the report for tho 
preceding your. 


The superintendent prefers some other mfethod of augmentino- 
tho school fund without increasing the school levy in order to have 
» minimum term of 120 (lavs for the elementary schools. 

He suggests as one method an endowment fund to be created by 
plncing a very snmlL royalty on the water power still owned and 
controlled by the State, also a production tax on gas, all to he placed 
in a State fund for the benefit of the schools. 

11 tsconsin. The fourteenth biennial report -for the biennium end- 
ing 1010 gives the average term for the rural schools of the State as 
173 drtys, and for the entire State 180 days. For the purpose of rc- 
ceiving State aid, State-graded schools, are divided into first nnd 
second classes. T]i^ first class, maintaining three or more departments 
and a minimum term of ISO days, will receive $300; the second' class 
tyro d^mrfments for a 'minimum term of i80. .days, re-. 

- , J ■ V,' tie, , -■ V — * \ ' J*‘ A I *” A 1 •’ f't - - , . 4 
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Minimum-term reputations in the Various Stoics. 



Slates. 


Session. 


Alabama. 




Arizona. 


California. 


Colorado. . . 


Conner! irai! 


Tvlnware . . 


Florida. . 


8 months. 


3 montrus. 


R months. 


0 months . 


Georgia . 


140 days. 


Minimnnj term. 


No minimum school term provided by Ian*. 

It is the duty of the State superintendent of education to 
apportion all public-school monevs raised bv the State as 
a unit among the several counties in the State in propor- 
tion to the number cf school children of school age there- 
in— or«s 7 to 21. 

The county board of education shall apportion the funds 
awarded to thair county to the several school districts in 
their county, ro as to provide, as noarlv a<= prart arable, 
school terms of equal duration in such school districts. 
Boards of trustees ior the districts must main'aln all schools 
for a period of not less than 8 months. (S. L., 1912, p 
26, sec. 54.) 

After July 1, 1913, no school district, except one newly 
formed, is entitled to receive anv apportionment of State 
or county school moneys, which has not maintained a 
pnblio fchool for at least 8 months (biting the next pre- 
ceding school year. A disttict which is prevented bv 
fire, flood, prevailing epidemic, or other unavoidable cir- 
cumstances from maintaining a school for the length ol 
t ime herein designated is nevertheless entit led to its appor- 
tionment of Rtutennd county school moneys. (S. L., 1912 
n. 44. sec. |n;,.) * ' 

F. lectors determine amount of money sufficient for a school 
terra of 3 months, pro\hied no tax for school purposes 
to be pmater than seven tenths of 1 per cent of assessed 
valuation of all taxable property of the district: Provided 
further. If sufficient revenue can not bo Obtained for a 
3-months' torra they (the electors) rnnv determine by 
ballot t h at no school ue taught for tlmt vear mid the 
revenue accrue for the year following. (Pige.'t o? S. L. 
1910, p. 1 15, soc. 7590.) h b 

When a county has no high school, the tuition of a pupil Is 
pud in some other public htgn school when the district 
is financially able to mnlntain its schools for et least G 
months during each year. Tuition paid bv district Jl.rfl 
a month for each pupil. (Supplement to 8. j,., 1911, p. 

31, sec. 10.) 1 

No school district except one newly formed is entitled to 
receive any apportionment of State or county school 
moneys which 1ms not maintained a public school ior at 
least 6 months during thfc next* proccdi rig school \ oar. 
(exceptions made in case of Ore, Hood, or epidemics.) 

(S. L., 1911. p. i7H. par. IS'9.) 

Txcept that by and with tlm consent of the county super- 
intendent of schools, school districts in altitudes of K.DOO 
feet and upward may limit, for climatic reasons, tneir 
school term to not less than 4 months, (8. L., 3S4 [a] - 
sec. 1.) 

Public schools shall he maintained for at least 3h weeks in 
each year in ever) - town and school district. (Conn School 
1 >oc. No. 3, chap. 3, 17, par. 4p; Gen. Stat., chap. 131, 

p. *v?i.) p 

Hie school committee shall keep the school open for at least 
1 10 days in each school - vear. (S. I,., lvK>V, p. 22.) 

In case any district or school shall fall to employ a teacher or 
teachers for which money was opoorlioncd for at leci'-t l-to 
dnvs during the succeeding school viur, the trustees of t bo 
school fund shall deduct out- of the apportionment of such 
district or school for the succeeding year a sum equal to f 
tlmt which such district 'or school obtained, because of the 
noncraployment of such teacher. 

It is the duty of each county board of puhlie fnsiniqllon to 
locateand maintain schools hi every locality whcr&hrralcd 
ior all the youth between the ag«S of 0 and ‘21 yfcirsduring 
• not les* than 4 months In each year, (nicest of School 
Uws, 190). p . ts.soc. 35; |Becon»]J fl. S.,317.) 

No minimum school term provided by law. The several 
county boards of education have full power and authority 
to regulate the length of tho public school terms of thefr 
respective cormties. (8. L., 1911, p. 1H, sec. 11.) * 

Practical! v all counties In tlie 8inte havo a school term of 
ft months. Through local tnxation 33 counties luld 
from 1 to 4J months to this period. In addition, Welt fes 
and towns and 600 districts through loc: l taxation, 
supplement the State fuhds and have terms varying from 
0 to OJ months. 
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States. 


Idaho, 


lllinobv 



Indiana 


Iowa. 


Knns; i$ 


Kentucky 


lxnilslana 


Maine 


Maryland 


Maasachilsct t s 


Session 


Minimum term. 


4 month-;, 


l 

i • 

fi months 


. 6 months, 


! 24 weeks 


7 months 

t 


l 


6 months 


I 

.10 weeks. . 
j 9 monlh>* 


At the annual meeting of the board of trustees of the districts 
(third Monday in April) the length of the school term is 
decided. It shall not be less than 6 months in a dis- 
trict harm* less than 20 pupils; nor less than 6 
months in districts haying between 20 and 75, Inclusive; 
nor less than 9 months in districts having more than 75 
pupils. No State funds to be received unless above act 
complied with. (R. 8., 1913, art. 6, p. 27, sec. 54 fdl. 
School district lapses if district fails to maintain 4 
months in a year. (S. L., 1912, art. 5, p. 24, sec. 52 fl].) 

Board of directors shall establish and keep in operation for 
at least 6 months In each year a sufficient number of free 
schools for the accommodation of all persons in the dis- 
trict over the age of 6 and under 21 years. (S. L., 1912, 
p. 35, par. 114 (91.) 

Apportionment of funds by county superintendent depends 
upon compliance with above. (S. L., 1912. p. 9, par. 14.) 

School trustees shall maintain In each school corporation a 
term of school *at least 0 months in duration. Must 
authorize levy sufficient, providing said levy does not 
exceed limit provided by law. Donations may be re- 
ceived by school authorities to extend term of school. 
(9. L., 1911 , p. 77, sec. 71.) (R. R, 190S, par. 6411.) 

Each school regularly established shall continue for at least 
24 weeks of 5 school days each, unless thoconntv super- 
intendentshould authorize the board to shorten this 
period when in his Judgment there are sufficient reasons 
for so dolne. (S. L., 1912, pp. 58-59, sec. 2773.) 

All school districts must maintain a public school for not 
less than 7 months each school year. Cities of the 
first and second class must maintain school for a period 
of not less than 8 months of each school vear, the school 
year beginning Sept. 1 and ending June 1. If full 
assessment hiwbeen made the State and the county 
are to aid distiTct in making up the amount that Is ncoes- 
siiry for 7 months’ term. Appropriation withheld if 
above Is not complied with in full. (U. S., 1911. on. 
492-493, Ctl. 268.J ’ 

Countv l»oard of entucat Ion has power to distribute the school 
fund for school purposes, but no school district is entitled 
to any part of this fund unless it has maintained a school 
in the district for at least six months. (8. 1... 1912 p.49, 
par. 137, ch. 10.) 

No minimum requirement except for State approved high 
schools. These are ’required to maintain sessions for 180 
days. 

Public school must tie maintained for at least 30 weeks annu- 
ally. Any town failing to meet this requirement Is de- 
barred from drawing its State school monevs until provi- 
sions are made for future maintenance. (8. L.,1U15.) 

In e erv schoolhoiise dist rict in each county there Bholl be 
kept for It) months in each year, if possible, one or more 

• schools according to population. (S. L., 1912, p r 23 
see. 43.) * * 


32 weeks. 


In any county where schools have been maintained for leas 
than 9 months the comptroller shall withhold from 
said county the March Inst all ament of the State school 
tax. (8. 1,., 1912, p. 57, sec. i:W. R. R, 1901. ch. 6S4.) 

E\ ery ct'y and town (township] shall maintain, for at least 
32 wotks iii each year, a sufficient number of schools for 
the instnict ton of all the children who may legally attend a 
public school therein, except that in towns whose nxscssed 
valuation is less than $2()0.0fi0, the required period may, 
with the consent of the board of education, be reduced to 
2S weeks, f U. R. ch. 42, p. 40T, sec. 1.) 

No town shall receive any part of the income of the Massa- 
chusetts School Fund unless It shall have compiled, to the 
satlstaelian of the hoard of education, w ith all laws relat- 
ing tot ho public schools. (Acts, 1904, ch* 107, sec. 1.) 

Every city and every town containing according to th# 
latest census, 8tate or national, 500 families or house- 
holders, shall, and any other town raav.vnalhtalnn high 
school, adequately equipped, which snail be kept by a 
principal and such assistants as may be needed, for at 
lex'd. 43 weeks, exclusive of vacations, In each you* 
(Revised I*aws, ch. 42, aec. 2, p. 460.) 


1 For whHo children only. 
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Plates. 


Mkliig-jn. 


Mitmi'snt :u.. , 


■V mon I h> 


Missouri . 


in. i 


x month? 


4 months... 


Nebraska. , 


4 month.': 


H'Vada , 


•ew Hampshire.. 


months 


2n weeks. 


Minimum twin 


dK , frlct shal1 n °P locl fo maintain a schuol 
^ it h in its ! )oni its os prescribed hv Jaw fnr nt Iol.i r 

ina!mi 5 | °£ to far t he eiineal inn of its pmnD 

in another ‘list ru t, it shall I* deprived lor the ensuing year 

«WfH pnrlio ? °I the primirv InlfnTViS 

fillL p! l i.) Un ' Uf Sec - 9 ’ ,Jcn - SchtXJI Iaws lUerisiun; 
Schwfs with more than 400 children nn the census IM must 
^ aml nioro ttam ^ 

1 inn! ^lo 1 «V n r ,,h,n Ul ° r ‘ 1 L:nvs of Mu»i"S0t:» re- 

uttiu. to school systems, liUi, p. -tv ch Q S \-c livt > 

L nrm i , tTt I f n,ld ? m n, ? V which for first Vear have 
pro wiled for 4 months term and have maintained for 
1 month a legal school. fS. I, cV y, n. 40 i"? jo;V 

v*iV lU Vr:!> pr ° ' or ,oa<l * tenths in Vach 
Mayor aftd hoard ojf aldermen must prowue mr anv iew for 

p 2". VT s 4o«’'^Tv, , 1 s ) pro ' i ' lw * b >- ;s! Vr 1912! 

' nonlntnln school 

iu ie i i 7 tno.it hs each year. (."*><•. t.vto. l ode 1 <>■>«; 1 

A ir '"' l l ' , “ s lh: "‘ 12 s'PMiro ji.Ucs inVv 

Wn l!a\v/ 51 1 ) ,)ro|M ' ny 10 oMuml term. ( N. II., *6. 

Tl c’r scho.'.l'i 1 !!!"?LT to continue pnl.lio school 

C'fh ", tl Ch l S,r,< ' 1 f, .* r 1 '.“ U ,ri «> <>f X months in 
ti,Mi .71 1 ,.| J ’ T ro *. "Imtf maximum lew pro- 
' f J ‘ 1W h-w *HH'n made a rut teachers paid maximum 
salaries for grade of cert ifientes held. Anv doliciium I«1 
I W* ? ° r t , llG S: 1,0 * n 11 sum of noi to exceed $]00 
tor each district for each year. Districts must have an 
--of not Jes * than 0 sij’.iare miles. {S. L., iyu, sec. 

^Kii'soMht , i ?.i^ n 'I 01 !»«'•»" 4 monllu in all 
in incts ot the third class (under lain) in ix niditinni 

i d di iHr "T. 1 l d Iml lesstfnn i.nooj 

sit. I districts of the first cH.ivs (o\er must maintain 

N-rcl’t" IT' 11 ’" 1 ,nr “ l> ^ * '»">!l« Sn«™h ven" 
rn Lti l r l to •receive any apportionment of school 
p . ? ror^ijoncompitaiire with abov e pro. isiim. (S L , 

T fc.!u»?L^ , < Prssba1 ! do l ermim ' at ««*h annual meeting the 
le..ijh of t.uieu sehoofjdtuH im taught in Die district Lho 
enkump year whi.-h shall not be ie'^han 4 m 0n tha 
t,,3n 20 puidW » hool age (8 


months in districts having helween S 
sinool ago and U mouths in dislrli 


_nd 7.» ]iupils of 
having over 70 


1 y : a 7 “ivitui.s m ui.siriijR Having over 70 

J! c\\ diarf^riT 3 l ’ r !! vi(, r l »‘l'00l shall bo g Uught in 
MCh diwrict for 0 months in the vear when the sin. n 
cr.D be supnorted by lev y -of j;> mills on the doll ar va n v 
^^-tion in such school district, when supplement til ky tho 
.hsirict up^Ktinnment from the State fund, ondTor nt 
Intii 8 r nm, , ll , ,s 11 ll . )e y0iU h >’ a similar levy of 20 mills 

D, f ' ,y Gf . !,ch 1 0 } >1 tr,, «tc(w to provfdofornt least 0 monthiof 

free sr diool in each district, must make lev^sudSt 7o 
nefmiT 1 ,h,s number of months, anil, if funds 

permit, must maintain a school for 8 months Coimtv 

=! ?rr ir f h " M r, k f ' v 'y for a a 

nicmu.s term in case of failure to do so ulh)u tho nart of 
the uustces (School Coile. p. 27, see, 07 31 ) 

N lV°h^| 3 n a i r< t° 1VOany Wn ° ra from 'Ifternrv fund” 
(subool fund known as literary fund) unless* nroner 
returns have wn made to superintendent of puliho 
t'd.SiT 1 Vh ^ ho ? h , hav ° lwn nialntalnwl al least 

v Ml iSn.' ^ 9 ng R h §.^rnS.7^ 8 Kr lin « (9 - L > 

* cahwtloifof V^oS) nwn *' , )f n f ^ ,wn ® Rr 6 under equalled 
on «wh» 1,000 valuation or when »h M i. are 

n, B F« 7 w (s - u , ®*- 

Sit 8 r*'*' 1 ? lstrlct b* maintained tor at 

sr B.^ou^.nSi.r- <s - ^ , ® i - i9n ’ >• k 
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State-;, 
N r\v Jersey. , 


Minimum term. 


) months. 


New Mexico 5 months.. 


Nth* York J ISO days 


North Carotin u. . 


North I>akota.. 


4 months.. 


Oklahoma.. 


Oregon.. 


3 month*.. . . 


fl months 


Pennsylvania. 


Rhode Island . . . 
South Carolina.. 


3 months. . 


Soul h Dakota. 6 months. , 


State school tax shall not be apportioned to any district 
which shall not have maintained a public school (or at 
leoxt 9 months during the, procoding school year: 

; Provided, That the commissioner of education mav, (or 
good cause shown, remit said penalty. (S. L., 1911,‘p. 24, 
par. 44.) F ’ 

A public school shall be maintained for at least 5 months 
in each year in every school district. (State constitution, 
art. 12. p. 28, sec. 4.) (Mention made In Report of 
State Superintendent, June IS, 1910. p. 2* ) Act of first 
legislature to provide funds to secure minimum number 
of months (5) by State aid and also for buildings. (Laws 
of New Mexico, 1913. ch. 74, p. 93, sec. 2.) 

No district shall be entitled to any portion of school moneys 
unless the report of the trustees for the preceding year 
(school) shows that a common school was supported in 
the district and taught by a Qualified teacher for at least 
ISO days, inclusive of legal holidays that may have occurred 
during the term and exclusive of Saturdays. (Laws of 
New York. ch. 611. sec. 2. enacted May 14, 1913, amending 
ch. 21, Mibdivs. 2 and 4, sec. 492, Laws, 1909; aodch. 140. 
Laws, 1910.) 

The county board of commissioners upon estimate of the 
county board of education are required to levy notio 
exceed 15 (cuts on every $100 value of properly, Teal and 
personal, to scouro a term of 4 months: unless this levy 
Is made where ucccssary fora four months' lerm no county 
shall reteive any part of tho eq ualisin g fund of the State. 
<S. L.. 1913. pp. 3-12.)' 

Law passed same year making equal it Ing fund greater In 
order to havo G months of School, and providing for an 
ennual setting aside of 6 cents of the ad valorem tax levied 
und collected for State purttoscs was passed. (S. L., 1913, 
p. 8, secs. 3 and 4; Laws, 1911, p. 425, par. 109. See 
laws, 1911 p. 419, par. 81) 

Tho dlstrii t boards determine and fix the length of the term 
for the common schools, which shall bo keptln session for 
not less than 7 months in each school vear. (laws of 
North Dakota, p. 419, per, 83 art. 6, 191l!) 

'Provision for additional school term if a majority of the 
patrons of any school having 8 or moro panils in daily 
at tendance for Its last term shall pet it ion tho board to con- 
t inue such school for that length of time, providing funds 
arc available. (Laws of North Dakota, 1911, p. 420, par. 
85. art. 0.) 

Every elementary day school shall continue not less than 32 
nor more than 40 weeks In each school year. (S. L. ( 1912, 
Ch. 3, see. 7044. R. S. t 4007, p. 97.) 

A high school of the first grade covers a period of 4 years 
of 32 weeks each; second grade 3 years of 32 weeks each; 
third grnde 2 years of 28 weeks each. (8. L., 1912, ch. 3, 
secs. 7052- 7AM. R.S.. 1004-7.) 

Qualified voters at each annual meeting or at any special 
meeting duly called fix the length of school term, which 
shall not be less titan 3 months for the ensuing year. (S. 
1 .. , art . 4 . sec. 67 , p. 20; R. 8. , 8057. ) 

Tho ebrapuisory-ot tendance law require* pupils to attend 
school at least 3 months, which may he Increased to 6 
months by order of the district board. 

Districts shall not be entitled to their proportion of the 
county school fund at the disposal of the count y snperin- 
tendent unless they shall report to him within is days 
after the annual schoo 1 nice ting and shalUrfvo had a school 
taught In tbclr districts at least 6 mdhths in each school 
year. • * • (8ec. 214, School Laws, 1913.) 

Districts of tho first and second class must keep school open 
for at least 9 months (first class dists., pop. 600,000 or 
over; districts of the second class, pop. &O.OQO but under 
500.000). Districts of the third class (pop, of fi.OOOhut 
under 30,000), for at least 8 months. Districts of the 
fourth class (pop. of less than S.ooo)* for at least 7 months. 
f8. L.. 1911, art. 16, p. 86, sec. 1801.) 

No minimum school term rrovidod by law. 

The free public schools ef the State shall bo kept open In each 
school district -of the State for a. period of at least 8 
months In each and every school year. (S. L.. 1912, p. 
29, par. 1782. See Acts S. C., No. 497* p. 924 of 1912, and 
Acts, 1913. No. 131, p.194.) ■ 

If a.iy school district fails to hold at least 6 months of school 
in any school year, no warrant for the amount due from the 
. apportionment fund can be drawn. (8, L., mi, p. 38, 




15 


MINIMUM SCHOOL-TERM REGULATIONS.* 


Min 


iiiiuin-trriH reputation* in the n, lions Stilts— Continued. 


Tennessee. . 

Texas 

Utah 

V 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington . . 
West Virginia. 

Wisconsin. . . . 

m 

X . 

Wyoming 


» months.. 


> fnt>m!i 


1 *0 drty> 


.» months 

ft months 
. ft months, 

J s months, 
ft mo at hs. 


Minimum term 


on the money derived from tlin pjtmnnent school fund 
nml State taxes left m the county treasury is not .sulllcient 
a public school for 5 months In the year in the 
I a.hoolrtdncls in the cminty, the county court shall lew 
submit* VtT*! t,lx sufficient for this purpose, or they mu'v 
j Wlp »OTT l ° U VOle ° f 11,0 I )eo P le ' (S. l;, 
A S'J; ('»nds arising from all sources shall ha sum. 
nnro «u;!. nt1, ’r l support the public free schools fora 
10 1 of *«*t than h months m each vear. (Constitu- 
ti'mal^provLsjou. S. L , jf. 1 . Constitution, Art. VII, 

A 3if raain,ttin a P ,,,,Uo * choo] for nt least 

20 \\ih k s during the year next preceding that in which the 
miport toumeiit is made, the tmml>cr of school children 
s -all bosubtmotrd from l ho total school population oftho 

liT T':i e |2iT Wng lh0 # i , portioamm. 

main- 

’ n , i clays, including holidays and others 

ftr# rt « r “R*ny srht«l K year. (Act approved 

1 ?»• 22 lilt. laws of \ ernmnt, 1912, pur. 70 soc In syj 
district for school purposes un* 
less there is hied \v it ht he di vision siijierlniendentii written 
of ' >y tN ; r ,w,r,n »n and clerk oftho board 

otdu ni t trustees certifying that school l>a>$ beenkent in 
opera t ion for 6 months during the current school year. 

(5*. 1. , 1U11. p. 39, see. .i0.) 

• Jl’iV tS?? 1 ,h S? «ta«»»twn m:.lni,.insc!n«>ldurli.e 

at le.L.t 0 nu.nths each. year. (S. I,., lanu, n 1(2 94 

l aws or u ash.. 1909, p. ana, eh 97, seb. 7.) 1 ' ** 

° r * r , mo1 S to fix Ie\ y so that a public school shall 
he maintained for at bust <> months, N» school funds can 
Unv?" JV**! PS m/'. P :,U,V0 P r *j visions are complied with 
(Housed S. b ,19Il,pn . .Istllld li),SOC. 21. p.31.s*c 42 ) 

A n iniir I 11 ’ U V 1 * ’ l,w <W- s * »f school taught bya ic gaily 
1 tlicr In ll* r“ ' U T !V ' V l>e maintained in order that the dis- 

' Rt uVn. d 1 K ‘7 , " lo( V° s,w,c n V he 'Apportionment of the 
State and 1»»\\ r.scluiol monev. (S. I,., lull. n. 2 j 3 see yin i 
Constitution: I provision not lessshan 3 months ’(Art io 

| Zi: Sfjou v p ' 2 ‘ iX> ****** Law » 19U * **• sm \*\. p. 2 w; 

n . e . r «. 0f n* .r lct ce^tifl<,,, t0 number of teachers, providing 
Irat a tor the year 1913 every teacher fur whom credit shall 
r 1,1 m,1 Ucuto must have Ixvn engaged in 

tioclung in said district for at least ft months during said 

Irn^t hn'.M V r ^ c ; n,im ! ol , itm wilh a. prwlMwsorslioU 
have taught for said period. (S. L,, 1913. eh r»2 s«c 1 
I» *b; * • 


